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to face continued drafts from the great German
reserve. On the llth Haig issued an order of the
day in which he appealed to his men to endure to
the last. "There is no other course open to us
but to fight it out. Every position must be held to
the last man ; there must be no retirement. With
our backs to the wall, and believing in the justice of
our cause, each one of us must fight on to the end.
The safety of our homes and the freedom of mankind
depend alike upon the conduct of each one of us at
this critical moment." The British Commander-in-
Chief was not addicted to rhetorical speech3 and these
grave words from one so silent had a profound effect
upon the army and the nation.

The battle of the Lys came to an end at the end
of April with the British line still intact. It had
been for the enemy a tactical success but a strategic
failure. He achieved no one of his principal aims,
and in the struggle he weakened his chances of a
future offensive by squandering some of his best
reserves. By the end of April he had employed in
that one northern area thirty-five fresh divisions
and nine which had been already in action. These
troops were the cream of his army, and could not be
replaced. Moreover, an odd feature had appeared
in the last stages of the Lys battle. The Germans
seemed to have forgotten their tactics of infiltration,
and to have fallen back upon their old methods of
mass and shock. For the weakness of the new
tactics was becoming clear. They could be used only
with specially trained troops and with fresh troops ;
they put too great a strain upon wearied divisions
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